
EQUIPPING  
THE NEXT GENERATION  

Leaders for:
> Lutheran higher education
> Lutheran church agencies 



about the program
The LECNA Fellows Program seeks to prepare the next 
generation of senior leaders for Lutheran colleges, 
universities, and church agencies. The program offers a 
year-long leadership development experience organized around 
vocation and calling, sustainable leader development, and 
visionary organizational leadership. Fellows participate in three 
intensive retreats that are the foundation for a webinar series and 
eight hours of individual executive coaching. Fellows put what 
they learn into practice by developing a personal integrated 
leader model and completing a visionary leadership project 
within their current organization and role.

a tradition of achievement
Since 2001, the LECNA Fellows (formerly Thrivent Fellows) 
Program for Higher Education has served over 250 emerging 
and accomplished leaders. The career advancement of 
participants has been robust throughout Lutheran higher 
education and church agencies: 27 Fellows are currently serving 
(or have served) as presidents and CEOs, 32 as vice presidents, 
and 29 as deans or directors. Two former Fellows are currently 
serving as ELCA synodical bishops, and many are serving (or 
have served) in senior church leadership roles.

program foundations
exploring the “why,” “who,” and “how” of leadership
The foundation for the program is Martin Luther’s doctrine of 
vocation and calling (why). Fellows are challenged to reflect on 
their personal callings, strengths, and values as they develop 
their personal leadership models (who). Participants explore the 
principles and practices of visionary organizational leadership, 
a perspective that emphasizes the vocational calling for their 
institution or agency. This includes an exploration of strategic 
planning, organizational culture, entrepreneurial thinking, and 
community service (how).

cost
Tuition for 2020-21 Fellows Program has been set at $5,000. 
Travel and accommodation costs are estimated at $3,000 to 
$4,000 (depending on location).

a special benefit
Fellows are eligible to enroll for three hours of graduate credit in 
Concordia University St. Paul’s doctoral program in educational 
leadership at no cost. These hours may be used to launch a 
degree program at CUSP, or they may be transferred to an 
institution of the Fellow’s choice.



apply or recommend
For more information about the application process or  
to recommend a program participant, contact  
lecnafellows@gmail.com or visit lecnafellows.org.

who are we?
The Lutheran Educational Conference of North America  
(LECNA) is the oldest existing inter-Lutheran organization 
in the United States and Canada. LECNA’s purpose is to 
encourage, assist and promote cooperation and support 
leadership development among Lutheran colleges and 
universities in the United States and Canada.  

our core team

Dr. Loren Anderson, 
co-director and former 
president, Pacific Lutheran 
University

Dr. Tom Cedel, co-director 
and former president, 
Concordia University 
Texas

MaryAnn Anderson, 
leadership instructor and 
executive coach

Diana Gabriel, senior 
associate, leadership 
instructor, and executive 
coach



For more information, contact:

Loren Anderson, co-director 
andersonloren@me.com 

253-223-3566

or 

Tom Cedel, co-director 
thomas.cedel@concordia.edu 

512-289-2707

“The Fellows program invited me to explore 
my strengths and vulnerabilities as a leader, 

introduced me to best practices, and provided 
me with professional coaching—all through the 

powerful lens of vocation!”

Sonia Hagander 
Vice President, Mission and Identity 

Augsburg University

“As LECNA Fellows explore their varied 
vocational callings, the program prompts a 

deeper reflection on our role as servant leaders 
and an appreciation of the shared mission that 
connects Lutheran colleges and universities.”

Michael Thomas 
President-Elect 

Concordia University—Irvine

“The program helped me realize that leadership  
is not only about yourself and how you form  
your character and develop your gifts, it is  
about discovering a community of leaders  

who have similar goals.”

Umme Al-wazedi 
Associate Professor 
Augustana College


